
The Skylark  October 2019 1 

 

  THE SKYLARK 
 Longstowe Parish Newsletter 
 October 2019 

Longstowe Parish Council: New webpage address: 
longstoweparishcouncil.co.uk  

 
Dates for your Diary:  
High Street Closure:  
Wednesday 6th November 08.00–23.59 
Parish Council meetings: 
Thursday 17th October 2019 at 7.15 pm 
Thursday 21st November 2019 at 7.15 pm 
Thursday 19th December 2019 at 7.15 pm 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Your co-ordinators are: 

Deborah Hemmins 719638 
Peter Hemmins 719372 
 
If you see an incident, please take all 
the details and jot them down. 
Numbers, dates, times, descriptions. If 
matters are urgent dial 999.  Otherwise 
telephone 101.  You can also report 
incidents at www.cambs.police.uk. 

 
RAF Change a Life campaign 
This campaign is to encourage the public to 
get thousands of RAF veterans and their 
families ‘back on the radar’ and, if they need 
it, accessing support that is rightfully theirs. 
To refer someone to the RAF Benevolent 
Fund, go to www.rafbf.org or call 0300 102 
1919. 

We’ve been asked to publish the calendar 
for waste bins (from scambs.gov.uk/bins): 
October   Wednesdays   B&G=Blue&Green 
2nd 9th 16th 23rd 30th 
Black B&G Black B&G Black 
November   Wednesdays 
6th 13th 20th 27th 
B&G Black B&G Black 
December   Wednesdays 
4th 11th 18th 
B&G Black B&G 
 
 
Notes from a Bystander 
Do we say thank you enough for things which 
occur around us? This could be to someone 
or for something that makes our lives just a 
little brighter, a pleasure or adding interest to 
the day. Two things this summer happened 
for me which easily tick all of the above. 
On a Sunday afternoon in June, there was a 
man taking a chance with his life to clear and 
then clean, the Milestone on the Old North 
Road A1198, which sits on top of the bridge 
on the left hand side verge travelling north. 
Thank you Mr Man. 
What a great thing to do to ensure that the 
milestones or way markers are not consigned 
to the past. It turns out there is a Milestone 
Society, and since 2001 the Society’s 
volunteers have been collating information on 
milestones and learning the most appropriate 
ways of caring for these quirky lumps of rock 
and rusting metal sitting quietly by the 
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wayside… Longstowe milestones are said to 
be of Huntingdon Stone. 
By way of a little history – from 1767, mile-
posts were compulsory on all turnpikes, not 
only to inform travellers of direction and 
distances, but to help coaches keep to 
schedule and for charging for changes of 
horses at the coaching inns. The distances 
were also used to calculate postal charges 
before the uniform postal rate was introduced 
in 1840. At the height of the turnpike era, 
there were 20,000 miles of roads with 
milestones. 
From the 1840s, rail travel overtook road for 
longer journeys and many turnpike trusts 
were wound up. In 1888, the new County 
Councils were given responsibility for main 
roads and rural district councils for minor 
routes. As faster motorised transport 
developed so the importance of the milestone 
waned. 
The second thank you is to Longstowe Estate 
for the glorious and heavenly margin running 
alongside Bellams towards the Red House. 
The vetch and clover looked like clouds of 
billowy marshmallow – it was a real joy earlier 
in the summer to take the dogs for a walk first 
thing in the morning. 
Thank you Will, thank you Steve. Looking 
forward to next summer already!  
 
Heidi Allen MP: from her newsletters 
Climate change is undoubtedly one of the 
greatest challenges of our time. The recent 
announcement committing the UK to net-zero 
carbon emissions, ending the UK’s 
contribution to climate change by 2050, is 
welcome – but to meet this target, we all 
need to play our part in increasing the use of 
cleaner and renewable energy. So last 
month, I was pleased to be joined by a group 
of constituents who made the journey to 
Westminster as part of the climate change 
lobby. I’ll be working with a cross party group 
of MPs to come up with some tangible targets 
that we’ll be campaigning to have embedded 
in the next Queen’s Speech. Committing our 
ambitions to the next Government’s 
legislative programme would be without 

doubt the most effective way of focusing 
minds. 
I was delighted to nominate the Arthur Rank 
Hospice for the NHS Parliamentary Care and 
Compassion Award and they proved to be 
worthy winners for the East of England 
category. The team at the Hospice go above 
and beyond to deliver high quality care with 
compassion and expertise. 
Roads were a focus [in August] for me, as I 
attended the Duxford Road Safety Day, 
arranged by one of the families in my 
constituency whose lives have been 
devastated by dangerous driving.  Since 
becoming aware of the laws surrounding 
dangerous driving, I have worked with 
several families in the constituency (for over 
two years) to try to get the law changed… In 
spite of consulting on this and preparing a 
response which toughens up dangerous 
driving punishments, the government have 
not yet brought this before the House.  We 
urgently need to ensure that this law is 
changed, so that more lives are saved.  I will 
continue to push for action on this important 
reform issue. 
To contact Heidi, please e-mail her at 
heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk or call her 
office on 01223 830037. 
 
Cllr Tumi Hawkins, South Cambs District 
Council: 
It was a pleasure to attend for the first time 
the Longstowe Village Fete on 9th June. I 
met a number of new faces and some good 
chats. The cider was really good, and I did 
get myself a very lovely painting which 
brightens up my day each time I look at it. 
Thank you all for your warm welcome. 
Draft Bourn Airfield SPD (Supplementary 
Planning Document)  

The results of the consultation have now all 
been registered and compiled. Thank you to 
all residents and organisations that took time 
to read the document and send in their 
comments. I submitted a range of comments 
in my role as your Ward Member. I have no 
involvement as Cabinet Member for Planning 
due to Countryside Properties stated 
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objections to my participation supported by 
threats of legal action. 
The planning policy officers have been 
working on the final SPD and compiled a 
report. You can read or download the scrutiny 
papers from the South Cambs website at 
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/
s112818/Bourn%20Airfield%20SPD%20-
%20SOC%20report.pdf. It makes for 
interesting reading.  
Community Chest Grant  
The Community Chest fund is open and 
Community and voluntary groups can 
currently bid for funds for use on local 
projects. Find out more and how to apply at 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-
development/grants/community-chest-grants/ 
Zero Carbon Community Grant  
The Zero Carbon Communities fund will offer 
grants of between £1,000 and £15,000 for 
local groups and parish councils to spend on 
activities that reduce carbon emissions, 
reliance on fossil fuels and also engage 
communities. Applications for the 1st round of 
the scheme will need to be submitted by 31 
October. Details including guidance, scheme 
criteria and the application form online at: 
www.scambs.gov.uk/zerocarbongrant. 
Little Gransden  
The issue of noise from the gliders/towing-
winching gear at the gliding club has reared 
its head again. Officers are working with the 
Gliding Club owners and community on this 
matter.  
To contact Tumi, please e-mail her at 
tumi@tumihawkings.org.uk or call her on 
01954 210840. 
 
Cllr Mark Howell, Cambridgeshire County 
Council: 
Council leader Steve Count returned from 
China last week following a trade visit aimed 
at cementing closer links with Chinese 
companies interested in investment 
opportunities in Cambridgeshire. 
For the last three years, Cllr Count, and 
County Council chief executive Gillian 
Beasley have been developing relationships 

with foreign investors interested in 
Cambridgeshire, including working closely 
with Martin Garrett of Cambridge Cleantech 
and Dr Chenguang Sun from UK Cambridge 
Education Centre to develop a strategic 
agreement which encourages local 
companies and investors to collaborate with 
Chinese companies and investors and vice 
versa – boosting economic opportunities for 
Cambridgeshire. 
Fly-tipping 
Local authorities are saying enough is 
enough, by joining hands and launching a 
county-wide campaign called SCRAP to 
address the issue of fly–tipping.	
Suspect ALL waste carriers.	
Check with the Environment Agency, at 

https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-
register/view/search-waste-carriers-brokers 
or call 03708 506 506, that the provider 
taking your waste away is licensed. 

Refuse unexpected offers to have waste 
taken away.	

Ask what will happen to your waste.	
Paperwork should be obtained – get a full 

receipt. 
 
Free School Meals 
Cambridgeshire families can now find out 
instantly if their children are entitled to free 
school meals at 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 
Setting an Example 
By taking simple steps Godmanchester 
Community Academy has seen car journeys 
to their school reduce by 15 per cent with 
walking to school increasing by 10 per cent 
over a three year period – and they are now 
challenging residents of Cambridgeshire to 
do the same. 
Greener future 
A pledge has been made by Cambridgeshire 
County Council to deliver 100% clean energy 
by 2050 creating a greener future for young 
people. 
The Council has more than two hundred 
public buildings, over 250 schools and 
manages significant farm estates and has so 
far invested £19million into energy projects 
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including solar parks. With an investment 
programme of a further £55million to deliver 
during the next few years, this will help 
Cambridgeshire move towards the new 
energy system our future needs. 
For more information on what the Council is 
doing, visit the dedicated web page: 
www.mlei.co.uk/climate&environment. 
Open Access technology: Cams libraries	
Work is about to begin to introduce Open 
Access (self-service) technology in 
Cambridgeshire libraries following a £1.1M 
capital investment.	
The technology allows registered members to 
use their library card as a swipe card to 
access the library outside of opening hours, 
and use the self-service systems to issue and 
return items, use public computers or 
meeting rooms.	
A full CCTV system will be in operation while 
libraries are in Open Access sessions, which 
will be monitored remotely. 	
This initiative is not linked to any reduction in 
library staffing or staffed opening hours, 
which will remain at current levels.	
Reduce reliance on plastic	
Since Sir David Attenborough highlighted the 
devastating effect plastic is having on our 
environment, raised public awareness around 
the issue has seen an increase in people 
taking responsibility for their own actions in 
an attempt to reduce reliance on plastic.	
The County Council will encourage its nearly 
5,000 staff to reduce and re-use plastics 
wherever possible before recycling. The 
strategy started with the removal of plastic 
bottles from office vending machines in 
January, and there is a plan to provide a 
guide for staff that will offer hints and tips for 
plastic-free lunches. This will include a 
directory listing local establishments where 
people can either take their own containers to 
fill or buy plastic-free lunch options to avoid 
adding unnecessarily to pollution.	
To contact Mark, please e-mail him at 
mark.howell@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 
him on 01480 831848 / 07816 925843. 
 

A sign in Saffron Walden 

 
 
Longstowe Parish Council 
Cutting / Trimming Overhanging Branches  
Where a hedge, tree or shrub overhangs a 
road or footpath to which the public has 
access it is important to ensure that they are 
tidied and cleared away so as not to obstruct 
or interfere with either the view of the driver 
of vehicles or to obstruct the passage of 
people on the footpath. Residents of 
Longstowe are asked to kindly ensure that 
they consider the footpaths and hedge lines 
of their own properties to make sure that they 
prune roots or branches if they are a 
nuisance and protruding into neighbour 
gardens or on to the public footpaths. If you 
live in a conservation area, or if there are any 
trees in the hedge that are protected by a 
tree preservation order you may first need to 
obtain Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
permission to trim them.  
Defribrillator  
Longstowe Parish Council is keen to 
purchase a defibrillator. 
What are they? A defibrillator is a potentially 
life-saving device which delivers an electrical 
current that shocks the heart back into a 
normal rhythm following a sudden cardiac 
arrest. They are safe and easy to use. The 
units cost up to £1,000 each and are wall-
mounted in bright yellow metal boxes. 
Where will it be located ? We would like to 
install one at the Village Hall amid concerns 
that ambulance response times for rural 
locations like Longstowe can sometimes be 
lengthy, and are possibly set to get longer 
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following likely ambulance service 
reorganisation. The Parish Council will try to 
seek a grant to cover the costs for initial 
purchase and will then look to BT to help 
maintain the upkeep. We may need to look to 
the community for help in fundraising. 
What else will be done? Once purchased, 
Longstowe Parish Council will organise free 
‘awareness training’ sessions, run by the 
Community HeartBeat Trust, to show 
residents how to use the equipment and what 
to do in an emergency.  
Please show your support for this to be 
installed. It may save a life of a resident in 
Longstowe ! If you want to make a donation 
towards the machine please contact Barbara 
Cooper bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk 
07803903047 
 
Letter From America 
Hello friends in Longstowe!  It is your 
American friend wanting to keep in touch 
over the miles. The beginning is to sincerely 
thank you all for extending your hospitality, 
kindness, generosity and unconditional love 
and support. Peter and Caroline White put up 
with me for 6 weeks and said it was their 
vacation!  As you read, I’m sure you will 
agree: Americans sure are a different breed! 
One of the most likely questions posed to me 
is, “How is the weather in America?” 
“BORING, unless you live here.” For those 
who aren’t familiar with the US geography, 
ask Peter. I gave him an Atlas!   
The West consists of much more than 
California (CA). It encompasses one third of 
the country. In the West, there’s a 
CONSTANT earthquake and wild fire hazard 
all year around. CA climate is temporate from 
the Pacific Ocean although its waters tend to 
be about North Atlantic temps as they flow 
from Alaska. 
The Midwest (MW) is divided into upper and 
lower. I live in lower. Entire MW gets 
pounded by floods, hail (I’ve experienced 
grapefruit sized hail), tornadoes and high 
humidity year round. In winter, upper MW 
measures snow in feet and gets temps of -40 
to +38°C and has winter weather 9 months of 

the year. Lower MW snow is measured by 
inches and sometimes feet, but hail is 
measured by the size of our coinage to 
grapefruit sized. In lower MW, we get ice 3/4 
inch thick on everything, sleet with snow on 
top of both for average of 3 months per year. 
It seems odd since we are roughly on the 
39th parallel, same as the center of France. I 
hate the humidity the most. I think it is 
because it is ALWAYS humid although we 
are land locked. It streams up from the 
Carribean Sea and Gulf of Mexico well over 
1000 miles to the south. I wish Mexico would 
just keep it. In Lower MW, it gets so hot in 
summer the asphalt melts and one could 
burn an egg on the sidewalk. High 
temperatures of 34°C and humidity 92% 
destroys our wooden buildings and makes it 
a sauna inside and out so we must have air 
conditioning to breathe at times. It isn’t called 
climate control because it isn’t controllable. 
Lower MW gets heavy wet snow in winter 
that did take a limb more than 20" in diameter 
from a big old elm tree in my back yard 
because the humidity is ever high and snow 
fell during that.  
In the deep South, all along the Gulf of 
Mexico, it’s from temperate to hot. That’s why 
Florida is so popular. Only gets cold enough 
to freeze 60 days of the year. But they get 
tornadoes, floods and killer hurricanes. Really 
wild weather.  
The New England and East get severe 
winters. Mother nature seems hell-bent on 
throwing the winter book at them repeatedly. 
Snow in feet, ice and sleet 2/3 of the year. 
Temps ranges from -40 °C to +30°C 
depending on season. 
I live in the Midwest because variety is the 
spice of life. I've lived near Kansas City 
Missouri all my life. In much of it, the Kansas 
terrain is quite like Cambridgeshire, 
prairieland for our crops. In Missouri the 
majority of it is rolling hills much like 
Hertfordshire. Because I am so used to it, the 
wide open spaces make it unchanging. 
Travelling in Midwest is boring. Travelling in 
UK is breathtakingly beautiful. 
The weather in America is very trying 
wherever we live. It does however have a 
beauty that 4 seasons bring. It has valuable 
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cropland, minerals and cheaper petrol 
(currently $2.25 per 64 oz gallon). Our cars 
get only 1/2 the mileage. It all works out or 
we wouldn’t be here, would we? So, weather 
in America unpleasant and tiring for short-
sighted residents, but there's a reason why 
we stay. Living in America is the biggest 
blessing ever! We are a rebellious lot by 
nature. We live with it or die trying, just as 
you do! We are mostly cut from the same 
cloth! We don't live here because of her 
weather, we live here in spite of it! 

I hope you enjoyed America's weather report. 
Until next time and a different subject… 
Your friend in America,  
Jeanne 
If anyone would like to correspond with 
Jeanne, she would be pleased to hear from 
you. In the first instance email 
mrpeterwhite@btinternet.com. 
 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE LONGSTOWE CHURCH PCC  
(PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL): 

 

We have two important services coming 
up in the next couple of months – 
Harvest Service, 13th October and, 
Remembrance Sunday 10th November. 
Also, we will have held the Pet Service 
8th September that is becoming a bit of 
tradition for Longstowe. However, your 
PCC is aware that there is some 
disquiet around for the lack of ready 
and timely information about services in 
the village. You will know that normally 
we have two services a month – early 
morning Holy Communion (8.30 am) and 
Morning Prayer/ Special Services for 
the third Sunday in the month at 
10.30am.  

Papworth Team Office is very busy and 
not open all the time and we have to 
remember there are now 15 churches in 
the Deanery which require much 
attending to. And of course sometimes 
people do take holidays and sometimes 
even unplanned days! Your PCC team in 
Longstowe are just volunteers along 
with everyone else who help keep the 
doors of St Mary the Virgin open.  

Enough about the admin – what we 
really want to do is celebrate the 
coming in of the Harvest and more 
importantly gather everyone together 
for our lovely and fun Harvest Supper. 
Last year we decided to fix the date 
once and for all to the second Saturday 
of October and unbelievably in just one 
month’s time the tables will once again 
be groaning with delicious produce 
waiting for the starting bell (i.e. grace). 
Please do support or else we will have to 
allow it to lapse in the Village Diary and 
consign it to history. This would be a 
very sad step but we really do need a 
good number of guests to make it 
viable. Although monies raised on the 
evening are to support the fabric of our 
church, the Supper is much more about 
community, having fun, meeting up with 
people who you have probably only had 
the chance to wave at during the rest 
of the year, or meeting new neighbours. 
Why don’t we have a go at a record 
breaker on the 12th October?  

Make sure you book your space early by 
calling Maddy on 019854 718303. 
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2019

Cambridge

Open 

ART
Exhibition

Preview  Friday 11th October 6.30pm - 9pm 
Saturday 12th 10am - 5pm  
Sunday 13th 10am - 4pm 

Swavesey Village College • Gibraltar Lane  
Swavesey • CB24 4RS

Original paintings, prints, sculpture and cards to buy 
Creative activities for children 

Free Entry • Café • Free Parking  
More Info at coax.org.uk

This year’s Artist in Residence is Shane Swann

100 ARTISTS 500 artworks 1WEEKEND 
LONGSTOWE HISTORY SOCIETY 

Must Farm  

life in the  
Bronze Age Fens

Recent excavations near Whittlesey revealed the extraordinarily well-preserved 
remains of a Bronze Age pile-dwelling, built over an ancient river in the midst of the 
fens.  Find out more about life in this prehistoric settlement and its dramatic demise.

Tuesday 26th November 2019  
7.30 for 8pm   

LONGSTOWE VILLAGE HALL 

 Admission:   £3 everyone welcome   (Members free) 
Refreshments included

illustrated talk by

Iona Robinson

LONGSTOWE HISTORY SOCIETY 

The history of 
Longstowe Church 

its rebuilding, and the  

Story of the Bells 

Exploring the church’s past, the people and myths behind the re-building of  
St Mary’s Church, Longstowe in 1863, together with  
the Story of the Bells from medieval to Victorian times   

  

Saturday 19th October  
Talk begins 2.30, exhibition open 2pm till 5.30   

St MARY’S CHURCH, LONGSTOWE 
 Free entrance: everyone welcome   

Illustrated Talk & Exhibition
by

Steve Owen & Peter White

Afternoon

Tea


in the  Village Hall


Friday, 25th 
October  

2.30 to 4.30


and again on:  
29th 

November
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To help with the evening and catering, all donations of food and prizes 
are gratefully received! 

 

THE LONGSTOWE 

 
AUTUMN & HARVEST SUPPER 

@7PM   

 
SATURDAY 12TH OCTOBER 

2019  
RAFFLE 

Please remember to bring your own 
crockery, glasses, cutlery and drinks. 

 

All tickets are for purchase on the 
door: 

£7.00 per head and £4.00 per child 
aged 5 - 12.  

 Children under 5 free. 
Raffle. 

 

Please contact Maddy on 718303 
with offers to help and to book 

your seat. 
 

Volunteers for help with setting up 
on the afternoon are most 

welcome. 
N.B Please phone soon to ensure a 

seat!! 

Autumn & Early Winter Services : 
• 13th October Harvest Festival Service @10.30am   

• 27th October Morning Prayers @10.30am 
• 10th November Remembrance Service @10.30am 

• 1st December Christingle @3pm 
• 22nd December Carols by Candlelight @3pm 

• 25th December- Christmas Day Holy Communion 
 

Village Hall Hire Charge per day £120, per hour £12. 
For further information and bookings, contact Mrs Caroline White: 

LongstoweVillageHall@outlook.com   /   telephone or text  077 32 160 951 
 

Please visit the new web pages at longstoweparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

Please send items for the December/January issue by Monday 9th December to 
LongstowePC.Clerk@hotmail.com 

 
Printed by Victoire Press, 9–10 Viking Way, Bar Hill, Cambridge CB23 8EL 

T: 01954 781919 F: 01954 780977 info@victoirepress.com www.victoirepress.com  


