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THE SKYLARK 
 

Longstowe Parish Newsletter 
 

April 2020 

 
 

Coronavirus (Covid 19) 
To all who are affected by illness: the Parish Council wish you a speedy recovery. 

Should you need help whereby the Parish Council might be of assistance, 
 (eg: live alone, no internet access) we can be contacted on: 

longstowepc.clerk@hotmail.com or 07587 781217 or 07803 903047 
 

Parish Council meetings are regrettably cancelled until further notice. 
Please note that the Village Hall is closed until further notice. 

Church services have been suspended until further notice (see below). 
 

Coronavirus  
Briefing by Dr Liz Robin 
There are some really simple steps we 
can all take to get into good habits to 
protect ourselves and others to stop 
the spread of viruses and germs 
including Coronavirus. 
These include: 
Wash your hands more often than 
usual, for 20 seconds, and use soap 
and hot water. This poster can serve 
as a useful reminder. 
Particularly remember to wash your 
hands after coughing, sneezing and 
blowing your nose, or after being in 
public areas or travelling on public 
transport. 
Promote the  Catch it, Bin it, Kill it  
message. We can all reduce the 
spread of all germs when we cough or 

sneeze, by covering mouths and noses 
with a tissue, or a sleeve (not your 
hands) if you don’t have a tissue, and 
throw the tissue away immediately in a 
closed bin. 
Keep up to date with information from 
trusted sources – like these: 
Public Health England - five things you 
can do to protect yourself and your 
community 
For updates see the NHS dedicated 
Coronavirus webpage 
You can also access the new Public 
Health England campaign materials to 
share with your communities. We will 
keep you updated as this situation 
begins to develop. 
Director of Public Health 
Cambridgeshire County Council and 
Peterborough City Council 
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Dog waste: a danger to children 
With children now at home for a long 
period of time, it is even more 
important that you collect your dog’s 
waste and bin it. 
  

Neighbourhood Watch 
Your co-ordinators are: 
Deborah Hemmins 719638 

Peter Hemmins  719372 

If you see an incident, please take all 
the details and jot them down. 
Numbers, dates, times, descriptions. If 
matters are urgent dial 999. Otherwise 
telephone 101.   
You can also report incidents at 
www.cambs.police.uk. 

 
Wanted: volunteer editor for the 
Skylark. The Skylark is produced every 
three months, on the first of January, 
April, July and October. The January 
issue is usually prepared early so that 
it is delivered before Christmas. As this 
is a Parish magazine, items are usually 
cleared by the Parish Council before 
publication. 
 

Dene water  
A new opportunity for Longstowe to 
make it’s name on the international 
soft drinks market. For so many years 
we have watched the lazy waters of 
Dene Brook flowing through our 
village. We have admired the sight of 
the setting sun reflected peacefully in 
its rippling surface, we have enjoyed 
watching the wildlife revelling in its 
endless flow, marvelled at the way the 
rats are in and out of it, the odd dead 
rabbit and so much more. At last it is 

time to capitalise on this local treasure. 
Dene Brook is a source of a very 
popular commodity, fresh drinking 
water. Of course one bottle of water is 
much the same as another, but needs 
something to set it apart from the 
competition. An important part of the 
potential success depends of course 
on the branding, choice of a name that 
evokes quality, freshness, purity and a 
hard to define, wholesomeness. After 
consulting marketing specialists, the 
name “Direct Thaw” was chosen as a 
strong name, which suggests not only 
directness and integrity but includes a 
link to thaw. This suggests that the 
water may have once come from 
melting ice toward the end of the Ice 
Age. The reality is that this quality 
product may have indeed originated in 
glaciers and have been drawn up from 
several thousand millimetres below 
ground level.  
So the name was decided, together 
with a slogan, “It’s as good as you'd 
expect”. Next, of course, the 
packaging. As a unique selling point, 
the product is packaged in specially 
commissioned bottles. These not only 
uniquely have lids that unscrew 
clockwise but are made of a water-
soluble plastic and are moulded into 
the shape of our village sign. The 
unusually clockwise unscrewing lids 
were inspired by the direction in which 
water goes down the plug holes in the 
Northern Hemisphere.  
The choice of water-soluble bottles 
solves immediately any possibility of 
unsightly litter as any discarded bottle 
will gradually dissolve in rainwater.  
So, at last, we have a local product set 
to make an impact on the soft drinks 
market. It is sold by its strong name, 
purity, taste, heritage, unique 
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packaging and lack of additives other 
than those it may have picked up on its 
journey through our countryside.  
“Direct Thaw” will be in all the local 
shops from early in the month. Look 
out for it.  
(It is pure coincidence that “Direct 
Thaw” is an anagram of “Ditch Water”. 
We keep quiet about this.) 
 

Medication from Bourn Surgery 
Order your medication on-line? Please 
note that you should now allow four 
days for repeat prescriptions. 
 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Against Scams Partnership have put 
together advice on how to stay safe 
from criminals taking advantage of 
these challenging times. 
As Covid-19 spreads rapidly across 
the world, a number of reports have 
emerged about fraudsters seizing the 
opportunity to defraud. 
To find out how to protect yourself, 
your family and friends, click on the 
link below: 
https://www.cambridgeshire-
pcc.gov.uk/scams-partnership-urges-
people-to-be-vigilant-against-covid-19-
scammers/ 
Other Scams 
Please remember your bank and the 
police would:  
NEVER  ask for your bank account 
details or PIN over the phone; 
NEVER  ask you to withdraw money 
and send it to them; 
NEVER  ask you to send them your 
bank cards or any other personal 
property. 

Cllr Dr Tumi Hawkins (SCDC) 
http://www.TumiHawkins.org.uk 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan:  
Ever walked past a building and 
wondered how it got planning 
permission? Worried about climate 
change and how we are going to 
adapt? Trying to buy a house and 
finding it really difficult? 
The Council’s Local Plan is the 
document that shapes our area’s 
future and answers these big 
questions. It covers the key themes of 
climate change, biodiversity and green 
spaces, wellbeing and social inclusion, 
and great places. It will affect what 
kind of new homes get built and where, 
where businesses can grow and how 
buildings, streets and spaces should 
be designed. As a result, the Local 
Plan affects all of us – yet most people 
have never even heard of it. 
But things are changing and we want 
you to be a part of it. 
For the first time ever, Cambridge City 
Council and South Cambridgeshire 
District Council are preparing a joint 
Local Plan for the Greater Cambridge 
area: and this time we want to do 
better than ever before at working with 
you all to make it happen. 
We will be starting a big conversation 
with the community, with many 
different ways to get involved, online 
and offline, on Monday 13 January. 
Please look out for more information, 
and get in touch at 
www.greatercambridgeplanning.org 
Help shape our future together! 

Green bin collections 
suspended 
Green bin collections across South 
Cambridgeshire will not take place 
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between Monday 23 March and 
Monday 4 May. 
For this period only, the advice to 
residents who do have food waste will 
be to put it into the black bin. 
Residents who are subscribed to the 
additional green bin collection scheme, 
and therefore pay for more than one 
green bin to be collected, will see a 
reduced fee for their permit upon 
renewal in the October. 
The bulky waste collection service, 
which collects large items from 
residents’ homes, will also be 
suspended during this period. 
Head of the Greater Cambridge 
Shared Waste Service, Trevor Nicoll, 
said: “Our priority is to try and maintain 
a regular waste collection service 
throughout the difficult months ahead 
and to do what we can to support the 
health and wellbeing of all our staff and 
residents. We’re making this change 
now to make sure we can focus on 
collecting blue and black bins as 
normal for as long as we possibly can. 
Our bin collection crews are trying their 
very best and deserve all the help we 
can give them. Suspending green bin 
collections will take some of this 
burden off them – they each walk the 
equivalent of a half marathon every 
shift. Residents can help by trying their 
very best to absolutely minimise the 
amount of food that they are throwing 
out and trying not to generate garden 
waste for now. Finally, it would also be 
a big help to our hardworking crews if 
residents whose bins don’t have much 
waste inside can wait until it is full 
before putting it out – if they think they 
can manage until their next collection.” 

 

Double bag black bin waste if 
suffering symptoms 
The Greater Cambridge Shared Waste 
Service has also published advice on 
handling waste if your household is 
displaying symptoms of Coronavirus. 
If you're experiencing the main 
symptoms – a new, continuous cough 
and/or a high temperature – please be 
very careful when disposing of your 
personal waste (including used tissues 
and disposable cleaning cloths/wipes) 
at home. The advice for disposal of 
this waste is as follows: 
It should be put in a plastic rubbish bag 
and tied when full 
The plastic bag should then be placed 
in a second bin bag and tied 
It should be kept separate from other 
waste in a suitable secure place on 
your property for 72 hours before being 
placed in the black bin as normal 
The principle behind this method is 
that after 72 hours outside the body, 
the virus is no longer viable. This 
approach will help keep bin collection 
crews as safe as possible. 
Other household rubbish and 
recycling should be treated as 
normal. 
If you or anyone in your home is self-
isolating or is confirmed as having 
Coronvirus, please do not go to any of 
the Household Recycling Centres. 
Find out more about your local bin 
collection services at  
www.cambridge.gov.uk/recycling or w
ww.scambs.gov.uk/recycling 
Residents who experience any waste-
related difficulties during this period 
are asked to email 
waste@scambs.gov.uk or call 03450 
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450 063. Please note that it may take 
longer than usual to receive a 
response as the service adapts to 
different working practices. 
 

Cllr Mark Howell (CCC) 
mark.howell@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
The new Cambridgeshire Archives 
building in Ely is now open:  
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/archives 

Road Closures 
Details of all highway events can be 
found on 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/res
idents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-
and-pathways/highway-events/ 
And a direct link to a map is here: 
https://one.network/custom/cambridge
shire/   –  Then click boxes for today / 
next 2 weeks / next two months / next 
year. 
 

JOTTINGS FROM THE LONGSTOWE 
CHURCH PCC (PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
COUNCIL):   
A brief note this time about church 
happenings, but first an update on the 
Christingle collection. We previously 
mentioned the collection would be 
matched by the Papworth Team and 
we are delighted to record that a total 
sum of £416.74 has been sent to the 
Children’s Society. Again much thanks 
to all who made this possible by 
attending the actual Service, collecting 
coins and the Papworth Team. Thank 
you. 
Other matters of significant interest! 

Coronavirus (COVID19)   
“With immediate effect and until further 
notice due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Archbishops of 

Canterbury and York have stipulated 
public worship in Church of England 
churches throughout the nation has to 
stop for a season. Our usual pattern of 
Sunday services must be put on hold.  
As and when this advice and guidance 
changes, we will advise you as soon 
as possible. For now, we do not know 
how long this situation will prevail.  
That said, we have not shut up shop 
and the Church is open for private 
reflection and prayer.  Please do 
come in and if you have time can we 
ask you to sign the Visitors Book. 
Also, The Team do guidance for less 
frequent gatherings including how we 
handle weddings, christenings and 
funerals. All applicants and enquiries 
about weddings, christenings and 
funerals should be directed to our 
Team Rector, Nigel di Castiglione 
(01954-267241 and 07770697240, 
email nigel.dicastiglione@gmail.com) 
As part of the Papworth Team Ministry 
we are drawing on pastoral resources 
for people who are vulnerable, isolated 
and needing the greater levels of 
support. If you know of anyone who 
you feel would benefit from further 
support and may have slipped through 
the net, so to speak, please let Maddy 
Crowther know.  
Plans are being put together, to 
strengthen us spiritually, – pointing 
people to resources accessible on-line, 
through social media, radio and/or 
television. 
The Team is also looking at the 
feasibility and advisability of holding a 
number of short services (within the 
area served by Team churches) in the 
open air on Easter Day. When details 
are known we will pass them to you. 
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For ongoing updates and news about 
changes to these arrangements 
relating to the church in Longstowe 
and around the Papworth Team 
Ministry we encourage people to go to 
their website 
www.papworthteamchurches.org and 
sign up for the regular news bulletins.” 
Electoral Roll – it is that time of the year 
when we should be getting ready to 
hold the Annual Parish Meeting but 
currently the date is on hold. However 
and as part of that we have to refresh 
the Roll to reflect new parishioners 
who might wish to be on the role 
before the next full review in 5 years 
time, i.e. 2025. This will be when a 
new Roll is prepared and those on the 
previous roll are informed so that they 
can re-apply.  
If you would like to be entered on to 
the Roll this year, and are not already 
listed please contact Maddy Crowther 
on 01954 718303 and the necessary 
papers will be forwarded if you leave 
your name and address. This needs to 
be done by Friday 3rd April 2020. 
Dates for your Diary: 
Harvest Supper – date still booked for 
10th October. Fingers crossed! 
 

Quiz Night 
The first Longstowe quiz of the year 
was held on Saturday 1st of February 
in our Village Hall. It was a fund raiser 
for the fabric fund of our church here in 
the village. The theme was “indoor 
picnic” which is always popular as 
participants are welcome to bring 
whatever food they choose, as well as 
the all-important beverages too!   
The quiz was well supported by more 
than 50 participants and was lively and 
showed a clear winning team. The 

winners were a team from Bourn who 
were kind enough to support us. We 
were fortunate enough to have 
received support from Caxton, 
Arrington, Bourn and of course 
Longstowe.   

 
By the end of the evening we had 
raised a total of £415, some of which 
having come from the proceeds of a 
raffle.   
Thank you to all who supported the 
event, to Sheena who kindly did the 
scoring and to all those who had 
donated raffle prizes.   Peter White 
 

East–West Railway 
In light of the Government advice to 
avoid all non-essential social contact, 
the six remaining community events for 
the Bedford–Cambridge section of 
East West Rail will be put on hold, with 
the intention of re-booking them later in 
the year as the situation allows. 
The team is extremely grateful to 
everyone who has taken the time to 
visit an event and share views or ask 
questions about the project. We know 
there will be many people still keen to 
speak to the team. Please rest assured 
that all other methods of 
communication remain open, and we’d 
love to stay in touch: 
• Website: www.eastwestrail.co.uk 
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• Email: contact@eastwestrail.co.uk 

• Send us a message online at 
www.eastwestrail.co.uk/get-in-touch 

• Send us a letter to FREEPOST EAST 
WEST RAIL 

• Call us on 0330 1340067 

Hannah Staunton, Head of External 
Affairs | East West Railway Company 
 

Longstowe History Society 
Property Deeds: … their irreparable 
destruction and loss of important 
historic material and information. 
Since 1990, all property and property 
transfers are required to be registered 
with the Land Registry and the paper 
deeds that were once a necessary part 
of proof of title, are then no longer 
needed. In consequence, a large 
amount of important and fascinating 
historic material is being lost as a 
result of the destruction of these 
deeds, sometimes by solicitors for 
whom they are of no further value.  
This is therefore a plea to all 
Longstowe home-owners, who still 
retain the deeds to their property, to 
copy these documents or allow them to 
be copied for the Longstowe Village 
Archive. Your deeds may at present be 
lodged with your mortgage provider or 
solicitor, or you may have them 
stashed away in a drawer at home. 
You may like to copy the documents 
yourself or they can be copied for you 
and returned immediately.  
To ensure the preservation of the 
original documents: if your property 
is already registered with the Land 
Registry and if at some point, perhaps 
upon a future sale, you contemplate 
disposing of the original deeds, please 
consider lodging them with the 

Longstowe Archive under the auspices 
of the Longstowe History Society. As 
part of current plans for the continued 
upgrading of the village hall, an archive 
room is to be built specifically to give a 
home to historic documents and 
material pertaining to Longstowe. 
Contact: Jane Bowden 719737 
 

Longstowe Cricket Club 
All Fixtures 2020 
1st XI Junior League 3 West 
 

April 26 Home friendly Chatteris 
May 2 Home Cam Kerala 2nds 
 9 
 16 Home Cam St Giles 3rds 
 23 Away Bar Hill 1sts 
 30 Home NCI 3rds 
June 6 Away Harlton 
 13 Home Cambourne 3rds 
 20 Home Madingley 2nds  
 27 Home Comberton 1sts 
July 4 Away Cam Kerala 2nds @ Hills 

Road Sport Centre 
Cricket Ground 

 11 Away Cambourne 3rds @ 
Caldecote Cricket Gd 

 18 
 25 Away St Giles 3rds @ Dry 

Drayton Cricket Ground 
August 1 Away NCI 3rds @ Parkers Piece 
 8 Away Comberton 
 15 Home Bar Hill 1sts 
 22 Away Madingley 2nds 
 29 Home Harlton 
 

All matches start at 1:30pm and are 40 
overs per side. 
Note: at the time of writing, March 
2020, all cricket is suspended until 
further notice.  
Go to http://longstowe.play-cricket.com 
or Cambs Radio or Cambridge News 
for updates. 
 
To report a pothole  
https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshi
re.gov.uk 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO LISTEN TO CHILDREN READ IN LOCAL PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Can you spare an hour or two a week to listen to children read in a local primary school?  
Schoolreaders is looking for more volunteers in Cambridgeshire to carry out this important role. 
Reading time for many children at home and at school is often insufficient and one in four children 
are now leaving primary school unable to read to the required standard. This can have a lifelong 
consequence.  No qualifications are necessary, just a good command of spoken and written 
English.   
Schoolreaders is flexible and will match your availability to an appropriate, local school.  Our 
volunteers find the scheme incredibly rewarding, knowing that a few hours helping a child learn to 
read each week can have such a great impact on their life chances.  
Please visit the website www.schoolreaders.org  to join or call 01234 924111 for further 
information.         Charity Number: 1159157 
 

 
 

Village Hall Hire Charge per day £120, per hour £12. 
For further information and bookings, contact Mrs Caroline White: 

LongstoweVillageHall@outlook.com   /   telephone or text  01954 719669 
 

Please send items for the July 2020 Skylark by Monday 15th June to 
LongstoweSkylark@hotmail.com 

 

Longstowe Parish Council: webpage address: 
http://www.longstoweparishcouncil.co.uk 
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