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THE SKYLARK 
 

Longstowe Parish Newsletter 
 

October 2020 

Covid 19 Co-ordination Hubs 
Cambridgeshire County Council: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 

South Cambs DC https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/support-for-residents 

Use the NHS website https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-
and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ or call 119. 

 

Longstowe Volunteer Help: Parish Council and Volunteer Group contacts: 
Clerk, Sharon Brown 07587 781217   or   Longstowepc.clerk@hotmail.com 

Chair, Barbara Cooper 07803 903047   or   bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk 
Maddy Crowther 01954 718303 – for urgent food, supplies & prescriptions 

Victoria Bevan 07832 100441 – a ’phone call for a friendly chat. 
 

Face Masks: the wearing of face 
masks on public transport and in shops 
and enclosed public places is now 
compulsory. Regulations are changing 
rapidly in reaction to progress of the 
infection so please keep up-to-date by 
listening to news bulletins or checking 
details on the Government’s website. 
If you are eating out, you may also 
have to provide contact details for your 
party. This is to aid test and trace 
should any one of you or someone 
seated near to you later test positive. 
The NHS Test and Trace service will 
never:  
• ask you to dial a premium rate number to 

speak to them (for example, those 
starting 09 or 087) 

• ask you to make any form of payment or 
purchase a product or any kind 

• ask for any details about your bank 
account 

• ask for your social media identities or 
login details, or those of your contacts 

• ask you for any passwords or PINs, or 
ask you to set up any passwords or PINs 
over the phone   

• ask you to download any software to your 
PC or ask you to hand over control of 
your PC, smartphone or tablet to anyone 
else 

• ask you to access any website that does 
not belong to the government or NHS 
 

Longstowe Post Office opening 
times: Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 9:00–12:30 for the sale of 
stamps, issue of pensions, posting 
letters and small parcels, obtain an 
account balance and issuing cash via 
debit card. Collection point for some 
parcels.     Use it or lose it!  
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Last collection times: High Street Mon–
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 10:30 and Fox Road: 
Mon–Fri: 09:00, Sat: 07:00.  

South Cambs re-opening to 
public  
South Cambs Hall will be re-opening to 
the public by appointment only 
starting on Tuesday 15th September 
2020 between 10am-3pm on Tuesdays 
to Thursdays only. No walk-ins are 
allowed. Go to the website at 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/your-
council-and-democracy/ways-to-
contact-us/book-an-appointment/ to 
book an appointment. Strict social 
distancing and hygiene procedures will 
be followed. Face coverings will be 
required.  
 
Registration opens on solar 
panels offer for Cambridgeshire 
residents 
Households and small and medium-
sized enterprises can now register – 
for free and without obligation – for the 
group-buying scheme by visiting the 
website 
https://www.solartogether.co.uk/cambri
dgeshire 
But you don’t have long to register as 
the auction takes place on 6th October 
so if you are thinking of installing solar 
panels, register now. 
 
Rural Policing 
There have been suggestions that the 
police do not react as fast to rural 
crime as they should. My experience 
while living in Great Gransden has 
been that they are very pro-active. The 
local PCSO Richard Braddick was a 
member of the local email group there 
and regularly gave updates and 
comments on crime in the area. Please 

do continue to use them by dialing 101 
or 999 for urgent crimes.  
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Your co-ordinators are: 
Deborah Hemmins 719638 

Peter Hemmins  719372 

If you see an incident, please take all 
the details and jot them down. 
Numbers, dates, times, descriptions. If 
matters are urgent dial 999. Otherwise 
telephone 101.  
You can also report incidents at 
www.cambs.police.uk. 

 
Future Hold-ups on the A428 
Roadworks on the A1 are causing 
various diversions between Buckdon 
and St Neots. Most of these are either 
short diversions or overnight. 
However, the fourth and final phase is 
also the longest, with the closure in 
place on the A1 Buckden Roundabout, 
southbound to A1/B645 St Neots 
interchange for seven weeks, from 
Monday, October 12 to Friday, 
November 20. 

 
 
A1 southbound Buckden Roundabout to A1/B645 
St. Neots interchange (Image: Highways) 
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Traffic will be diverted northbound on 
the A1 to join the A14 eastbound at 
junction 21. At junction 23, traffic will 
then join the A1198 southbound, then 
the A428 westbound to re-join the A1 
southbound at Wyboston Interchange. 
 
South Cambs Weekly Bulletin 
Please find a link below to this week’s 
councillors’ bulletin: 
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieList
Documents.aspx?MId=7901 
 

Mobile Library restarts 
Mobile library services will be 
restarting from 21st September. It will 
be visiting Rushbrook Close monthly 
every 3rd Friday at 11:10 to 11:25am.  

Future Road Closure – A1198 
Sometime in the next 6 months, the 
A1198 south of the Red House will be 
closed. This will be for re-surfacing. At 
this time this is in planning and we 
have no further information but the 
proposed detour is very long. 

 

Letter from America 
My dear friends the Whites were so kind to 
enable me to see and experience so much of 
England as can be reached in 90 minutes or 
so. They made it even more interesting by 
having taken me to the American Cemetery 
at Madingley. That was a most moving 
experience, one I will never forget. I had been 

unaware that Peter's father, a bomber pilot in 
the Royal Air Force, fought the Germans in 
WWII, while my father in the US Navy fought 
the Japanese in the Pacific and helped 
liberate the Philippines from Japanese 
takeover. I had 2 uncles from my mother's 
side who fought in Italy and France and were 
based in England and West Germany. I had 
never been aware of the enormous numbers 
of both British and American lives lost during 
that conflict. 
Another moving visit had been to Southwold 
and on down to Dunwich, a village that 
disappeared into the sea. That's where I 
shared the biggest and best ice cream 
sundae in my life. As we were leaving, my 
compulsive personality took over and I pulled 
off my shoes and socks and put my feet in 
that icy water of the North Sea. It was bitter 
cold, but I just wanted to touch it. Peter and 
Caroline took me somewhere new nearly 
every day. Even the garden center and 
grocery stores are different to those here in 
Missouri. Here, a garden center is just that. If 
you are hungry you will need to drive 
elsewhere. The only ice cream shops left 
here are usually serving up cholesterol-on-a-
bun and a side of sticks as well. We don't 
even have fish-n-chips. We have fillet of fish 
on a bun or in fancier places a fried fish with 
all its parts except the head and insides with 
a baked potato loaded with more cholesterol. 
Far too much for a normal person. Oh, and 
for a $1 more a never-ending salad bar! No 
thanks. Portions here are made for people 
who farm for a living and produce mega sized 
children with appetites like their parents. No 
wonder my generation and my parents’ 
generation are dying young. Even though I 
found portions in England far more than I 
could handle, it’s even worse in America. It is 
always a kiddie portion for me.  
I loved being shown and experiencing what 
your lives are like which I hold to my heart in 
memories and a library of all things British. 
Just spending an hour in somebody's garden 
is a big thing for me. We have many pests 
here that make being outdoors an ordeal. 
Couple that with the 90% humidity and 
between 27°C–40°C and not only does it 
usually bring a severe storm, but breeds 
more blood sucking ticks, fleas, flies, ants 
and mosquitoes nearly the size of a child's 
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hand. Oh, but there's more. We have 
lightning bugs aka fire-flies that blink a yellow 
taillight in mid-June until October. In England, 
I'm told you sometimes see glowworms. I 
never realised they existed in your 
countryside. The worst pest we have is 
cicada. They will drive me into my house from 
incessant “singing”. They are loud enough to 
be a real nuisance and usually appear in 
August. You seem to be blessed with very 
few troublesome insects and creatures. We 
are inundated with them, hosts of flying 
insects that make life outside after dark 
unpleasant and a number of both snakes and 
spiders with life-threatening bite. My garden 
is a bit of a weed garden. The presence of 
these critters outside can make gardening 
both unpleasant and dangerous. I have 
grandchildren that love to catch the lightning 
bugs. They do however know better than to 
bring them inside.  
I was very disappointed by having to cancel 
my 2020 trip which had been planned a year 
ago. I am hopeful that I can be back in 
Longstowe in 2021 and meet again some of 
those people who made me feel so accepted 
and welcomed. 
Your American Friend, 
Jeanne 
 

How to keep mushrooms fresh 
for longer than you thought 
possible. 
Easy! Just wrap them in newspaper, 
tuck them into a plastic bag, close the 
bag and put them in the fridge. If they 
are fresh, they will easily last a week 
stored this way. When you wish to use 
them you will find the newspaper is 
quite wet and the mushrooms will be in 
good condition.   PW 
 

From the Village Hall 
Management Committee 
The pandemic isn’t yet over, but the 
urge to return to the ‘new normal’ is 
actively upon us. We had been 
tentatively thinking about restarting the 
“Once a month Afternoon Teas” at the 
end of October, but with the latest stuff 

about numbers of people able to meet 
up (7th September) we really are on 
hold, as one cannot say the Teas are 
anything other than a social event. 
However please do keep an eye out 
for our tea banner on the grass outside 
the Village Hall for further advice. We 
may be fortunate with an October date 
but probably more likely an early 
Christmas Tea. 
 
JOTTINGS FROM THE 
LONGSTOWE CHURCH PCC 
(PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL): 
 
The Annual PCC Meeting, which is 
open to everyone in the Village, will be 
held in the Church on Saturday 17th 
October at 10am. Please do come 
along. 
Harvest Service Sunday 11th October 
at 10.30am. 
Obviously with the issues of Covid 
there will be NO Harvest Supper. This 
is very sad as the event is normally 
well attended. Importantly though this 
event is the stalwart of our fundraising. 
We would encourage if you are able, to 
think about setting up a regular 
payment to support the Church or the 
Fabric Fund. Nicholas Jenkins our 
Treasurer would be delighted to talk to 
you. 
Church services have now restarted 
as you will know but we are yet to 
return to our normal pattern of 8.30am 
first Sunday of the month with a 
10.30am Morning Service towards the 
end of the month.  
For the latest information regarding 
church opening hours, services, 
contacts etc. look on  
www.papworthteamchurches.org/st-
marys-church-longstowe 
This information is also available in the 
July edition of The Skylark. 
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Encouragement This is a new page 
containing resources, talks and 
podcasts plus poems. 
Sunday Worship at 10am to 
11.15am: phone-in Team Morning 
Praise: A short worship service using 
the telephone only, rather than using 
computers or the internet – run for 
those who prefer using the phone. 
Daily Hope: a free national phoneline, 
24/7: 0800 804 8044 – church 
services, music and prayer. 
 
Even the virus couldn’t stop 
this Happy Event 

 

Lucy Bevan married Sam Patterson on 
Saturday 11th July 2020 at Longstowe 
Church. 
Our thanks especially to:  
Maddy Crowther who made the church 
so welcoming; the wonderful Rev. 
Nigel Pearson who officiated; Peter 
White and Elinor Cole who rang the 
church bells beautifully; Freddie 
Hemmins for once again tidying the 
church yard so neatly. 
William and Mercedes 
 
Etiquette on Public Footpaths 
I am in the privileged position of having 
a footpath run through the length of our 
garden, adjacent to Dene Brook. 
Generally I feel very positive about the 
presence of the footpath. It isn't 

frequently used but when it is, it is 
often by people we know who are 
ready to stop and chat (socially 
distanced at present!). Sometimes it is 
used by newcomers who may stop and 
ask if it really is public, as it runs 
through our garden.  We often feel that 
it is no bad thing having people we 
know pass through the garden at 
unspecified times, I believe that this 
can increase security. 
I feel that in many ways we are 
blessed by good and thoughtful 
behaviour of those who choose to use 
this right of way. There is no longer a 
dog mess problem, no litter seems to 
get left behind and it is often an 
unexpected opportunity for a few 
words with friendly locals. 
Now and again I do however feel 
disappointed by the behaviour of some 
users. Within the last couple of weeks I 
interrupted a couple busily picking our 
plums and stuffing them into bags. 
They told me that as this was a public 
footpath, they had every right to help 
themselves to anything growing there! 
I pointed out that right of way it may be 
but it is actually running through a 
private garden. I have in the past 
interrupted a herd of ramblers who 
were tucking into our blackberries! 
Sometimes we meet cyclists cycling 
down there too.  
However, overall our experiences are 
very positive and despite it being 
everyone’s right to use the footpath, I 
can truthfully say I'd like them to feel 
welcomed. Especially if they ask 
before picking the fruit! (And keep their 
dog on a lead!) 
PW 
 

Can YOU name them? 
Here are three anagrams of some local 
clergy: 
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A) GENIAL PERSON 
B) NEEDY PATHS 
C) ISOLATING DILIGENCE 
 

Broadband in the Village 
You may have been contacted by 
County Broadband recently by post, 
visit or attended one of the webinars. 
County Broadband is a company 
planning their next project to extend 
full-fibre broadband to several villages 
in a line from Kingston to Waresley. 
Obviously there are financial 
considerations for the company and to 
make it worth their while, a certain 
number of pre-orders have to be 
confirmed. At the last webinar, 
Longstowe was just a few orders short. 
If they do get enough for the project to 
go ahead, the Village Hall will also be 
connected free of charge.  
Full-fibre broadband effectively 
replaces the slow copper cable, that 
runs from the fibre-fed exchange box 
in the village to the back of your 
modem (FTTC), by the faster fibre 
(FTTP) allowing speeds of 300Mbps to 
900Mbps depending on your plan.  
Pre-ordering will be available up to 
around 16th October. Pre-ordering is 
the best way if you are wishing to take 
advantage of the much-increased 
speed and capacity as no up-front 
payment is required, connection and a 
modem will be supplied free of charge 
and running costs seem to be very 
similar in comparison to other suppliers 
of slower networks. 
This project is in anticipation of the 
government’s faster broadband in rural 
areas promise. Other companies are 
also providing FTTP networks but 
there are no plans by BT at the 
moment for providing this is our area. 
For more information go to 

https://countybroadband.co.uk/ or call 
Cameron on 07538 399068. 
 
Connecting Cambridgeshire 
launches £500K “top-up” to 
broadband vouchers for rural 
residents 
Find out more about the Gigabit 
Broadband Voucher Scheme (GBVS) 
and the top-up funding for 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough on 
Connecting Cambridgeshire’s website. 
Check your eligibility on the official 
GBVS website by using the postcode 
search. 
 
Online shopping fraud during 
lockdown 
Action Fraud, the UK’s national 
reporting centre for fraud and cyber 
crime, received over 16,000 reports 
relating to online shopping and auction 
fraud during the lockdown, with losses 
totalling over £16m. Members of the 
public have reported buying mobile 
phones (19%), vehicles (22%), 
electronics (10%) such as games 
consoles, AirPods and MacBooks, and 
footwear (4%) on sites such as eBay 
(18%), Facebook (18%), Gumtree 
(10%) and Depop (6%), only to have 
the items never arrive. 
 

Top tips for shopping online 
securely: 
Choosing where to shop: Check to 
see if others have used the site and 
what their experience was. 
Email accounts: Use a strong, 
separate password for your email 
account. Criminals can use your email 
to access other online accounts, such 
as those you use for online shopping. 
Scam messages: Some of the emails 
or texts you receive about amazing 
offers may contain links to fake 
websites. If you’re unsure about the 
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link don’t use it, go separately to the 
website. And remember, if a deal looks 
too good to be true, it probably is. 
Payment method: If you decide to go 
ahead with the purchase, use a credit 
card if you have one as other payment 
providers may not provide the same 
protection. 
What to do if you’ve fallen victim to 
online shopping fraud: If you think 
you’ve made a purchase on a bogus 
website, take a note of the website’s 
address, then close down your internet 
browser. Report the details to Action 
Fraud and contact your bank to seek 
advice. Keep an eye on your bank 
transactions, if you can. Contact your 
bank immediately about anything that 
you don’t recognise, even small 
amounts. 
 
NHS Track and Trace – What you 
need to know:  
Contact tracers will only call you from 
the number 0300 013 5000. Anyone 
who does not wish to talk over the 
phone can request the NHS Test and 
Trace service to send an email or text 
instead, inviting them to log into the 
web-based service. 
All text or emails sent by NHS Test 
and Trace will ask people to sign into 
the contact tracing website and will 
provide you with a unique reference 
number. We would advise people to 
type the web address https://contact-
tracing.phe.gov.uk directly into their 
browser, followed by the unique 
reference number given to you, rather 
than clicking on any link provided in 
the message. 
 
Longstowe Cricket Club 
Because of virus issues, Cambs 
Cricket Association introduced a mini 
League Season through Aug/Sept. 

Longstowe won two and lost one with 
one rained off. There were also two 
friendlies, winning one and one rained 
off. On the whole it was good to see 
the team back in action and everyone 
hopes for a return to normal times next 
year. 
Dick Murden 
 
A Bit of Fun - WWII Spoof Letter 
Courtesy of Dick Murden 
(to celebrate 75th Anniversary of the end of WWII) 
 

COUNTY CIVIL DEFENCE COMMITTEE. 
 

To: R.ANTONY             Ref:-DV/MR/13 
   THE BEECHES 
    LONGSTOWE  
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Under the direction of the Civil Defence 
Programme, we are entering into 
extensive training to organise both 
Civilian and Industrial Corps, for the 
purpose of Fire Fighting in the event of 
danger of missile attacks becoming 
imminent 
 
As a citizen whose loyalty to the 
Government is unquestioned. We believe 
that we may count on you for your full 
co-operation. We have made enquiries 
with regard to your circumstances and 
understand that you have plenty of spare 
time. We have, therefore, taken the 
liberty of appointing you AIR RAID 
WARDEN for the undermentioned 
localities, 
 
             KINGSTON WOOD     
 
Training is restricted to three nights 
per week for the next six months, a 
detai1ed programme will be sent to you 
when it is compiled. 
 
Enclosed is a list of equipment 
necessary for each Warden, this 
equipment is to be brought to all 
training periods. 
 
Please accept the thanks of the Civil 
Defence Committee for your kind co-
operation in this operation, which we 
feel is so vital to the safety of the 
Country. 
 
        Yours faithfully, 
 
          R.U. SAMPSON 
       (Committee Chairman) 
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PLEASE READ THE ATTACHED LIST OF 
EQUIPMENT VERY CAREFULLY. 
 
Ref:-DV/MR/13               Appendix "A" 
 
LIST OF EQUIPMENT TO BE CARRIED BY AIR-
RAID WARDEN. 
 
1. Respirator. 
2. Axe to be carried in belt. 
S. Stirrup pump, to be carried over LEFT 
shoulder. 
4. Extending Ladder, to be carried under 
RIGHT arm. 
5. Long household shovel, to be carried 
under LEFT arm. 
6. Rake, to be carried in RIGHT hand. 
7. Scoop, to be carried in LEFT hand. 
B. Whistle hanging from lanyard, to be 
carried in mouth. 
9. Belt to be worn round waist, with ten 
hooks for carrying sandbags and 
four buckets of water. 
10. Two wet blankets to be slung round 
neck. 
11. Flashlight to be carried round neck. 
12. Tin helmet with brim upturned to 
carry extra water. 
13. Box of matches to light incendiary 
bombs which fail to ignite. 
14. Extra sand, to be carried in all 
available pockets. 
15. Ships anchor, to be dropped in case 
Warden wishes to stop galloping. 
16. One pair of slick soled boots, for 
smart getaway. 
17. Broom to be inserted in only 
available p1ace, so that Warden may 
sweep the floor as he progresses. 

Finally – do you remember 
these sent to school children 
from King George 
 

 
 
Every time I lose weight, I find it again in the 
refrigerator. "#$%&' "#$%&' 
 

Village Hall Hire Charge per day £120, per hour £12. 
For further information and bookings, contact Mrs Caroline White: 

LongstoweVillageHall@outlook.com / telephone or text 01954 719669 
 

Please send items including Christmas messages for the January 2021 Skylark by no later than 
Monday 7th December to LongstoweSkylark@hotmail.com .This edition will be delivered before 

Christmas as usual to contain Christmas church services 

 

Longstowe Parish Council: webpage address: 
http://www.longstoweparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

Printed by Victoire Press, 9–10 Viking Way, Bar Hill, Cambridge CB23 8EL 
T: 01954 781919 F: 01954 780977 info@victoirepress.com www.victoirepress.com 

Answers to Anagrams:  A) Nigel Pearson   B) Stephen Day   C) Nigel di Castiglione 
 


