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Covid 19 

 

There are now no official restrictions on meetings and 
movement regarding the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Unfortunately, the virus has not changed and is still 
causing many infections. It is recommended that you 
still wear face masks in crowded places and stick to 
the above NHS rules. 

The latest news is that immunity does fade after a 
time so booster shots may become necessary. 
However, double vaccinated people still have a large 
degree of protection and, although you can still catch 
the virus, the symptoms are much reduced. 

If you are 16 and over or if you are 12 to 16 and either 
are at high risk or live with someone who is at high 
risk of infection you are eligible for vaccination and 
should get one as soon as possible.  

Lateral flow testing is freely available to all and 
regular testing is recommended, especially if you are 
regularly in contact with large groups of people in 
clubs, pubs or organized events, etc. 

Tests can be obtained from chemists and locations in 
Cambourne. If you are unable to collect, you can 
order online to be delivered to your home: 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-
flow-tests or by calling 119. 

Covid 19 Co-ordination Hubs 

Cambridgeshire County Council: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 
Use the NHS website 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-
have-coronavirus/ or call 119. 

 
Longstowe Volunteer Help: Parish Council and 
Volunteer Group contacts: 
Clerk, Sharon Brown 07587 781217   or   
Longstowepc.clerk@hotmail.com 
Chair, Barbara Cooper 07803 903047   or   
bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk 
Maddy Crowther 01954 718303 – for urgent food, 
supplies & prescriptions 
Victoria Bevan 07832 100441 – a ’phone call for a 
friendly chat. 
 

Longstowe Post Office 
Opening times: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
9:00–12:30 for the sale of stamps, issue of pensions, 
posting letters and small parcels, obtain an account 
balance and issuing cash via debit card. Collection 
point for some parcels.     Use it or lose it! 

Last collection times: High Street Mon–Fri: 16:15, Sat: 
10:30 and Fox Road: Mon–Fri: 09:00, Sat: 07:00.  

NHS Priority Collections are now made from the local 
post boxes on a Sunday. 
 
My boss just texted me: “Send me one of your funny 
jokes!” I texted him back: “I’m busy working. I’ll send 
one later.” “That’s hilarious,” he said. “Send another 

one!”                 

 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
mailto:Longstowepc.clerk@hotmail.com
mailto:bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk
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The Village Hall 
The Village Hall is open and taking bookings again. 

Hire Charge per day £120, per hour £12. 

For further information and bookings, contact Mrs 
Caroline White: telephone or text  07732 160951 or 
email LongstoweVillageHall@outlook.com.    

LONGSTOWE VILLAGE HALL A.G.M. 
Wednesday, 8th SEPT 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall OPEN to ALL RESIDENTS  
Please support your Village Hall 

Afternoon Teas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Village Hall Management Committee are looking 
to restart the monthly Afternoon Teas commencing 
29th October 2:30pm to 4pm. We know Covid is likely 
to be around for some time but now most people 
have been double jabbed, if we are sensible, we must 
try and get life to return to something like normal. 
Please watch the grass triangle by the Village Hall 
entrance for our Afternoon Tea Notice.   
 

Jottings from the Longstowe Church PCC  
Autumn Services :  
Church services at Longstowe are as follows:- 
 Sunday, Sept 5th  3.30 pm Pet Service 
Sunday, Sept 26th 10.30 Holy Communion. 
Sunday, October 17th 9.15 Harvest Festival 
Sunday, October 24th 10.30 Holy Communion 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling all Pets & Pet People!  
You are invited, with your pet, for an extra special 
Blessing Service at  
Longstowe Parish Church on  
Sunday 5th September 2021 At 3.30pm 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF TIME TO THE AFTERNOON  

 
FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:  
We are planning to hold some form of gathering to 
celebrate Harvest and bring the community together 
again after the “dry” year of 2020 due to Covid. For 
the time being can we please ask you to keep an eye 
out for Saturday 9th or 16th October. We will know 
more after our next meeting at the beginning of 
September when we will be reviewing where and 
what Covid guidelines are.  
Although monies raised on the evening are to support 
the fabric of our church, the Supper is much more 
about community, having fun, meeting up with 
people who you have probably only had the chance to 
wave at during the rest of the year, or meeting new 
neighbours.  
 
 

Longstowe PCC officers: 

Dr Sheena McRae: Church Warden 

Mr Nicholas Jenkins: Treasurer 

Other members of the PCC: Mr Anthony Clay, Mrs 
Maddy Crowther, Mr Stephen Owen, Mr Peter White. 

For day to day communication about the Church in 
Longstowe please continue to contact Maddy 
Crowther on 01954 718303. She has stepped down 
from the “legal role of Church Warden” for this 
coming year and is acting on an informal basis as 
Church Warden’s Assistant.  

  
How to contact Papworth Team Ministry 
Revd Nigel di Castiglione (Team Rector) ~ 01954 
267241 / 07770697240 / 
nigel.dicastiglione@gmail.com 
Revd Steve Day (Team Vicar)~ 01954 264226 / 
07871182394 / revdsmday@cantab.net 
Revd Nigel Pearson (Associate Priest) ~  / 
07713639928 / njfarm@gmail.com 
Revd Geoff Dodgson (Curate) ~ 07710379561 / 
geoff@dodgson.info 
David Potter (Authorised Lay Minister)~ 07532226443 
/ 01480 831077 / david.potter2012@btinternet.com 
For Breakfast services and Women's group: 
Sarah Burles (Authorised Lay Minister) ~ 07717 
202001/ sarahburles@gmail.com 
For pastoral support: 
Anne Pettifor (Authorised Lay Pastoral Minister)~  
07974082604 / anniepettifor@hotmail.com 
Team Administrator: Chris Westgarth ~ 
papworthteamministryoffice@gmail.com / 01480 
839933 (for messages) 07710661003 

 
 
 

 

 

tel:01954%20267241
tel:01954%20267241
tel:07770697240
mailto:nigel.dicastiglione@gmail.com
tel:01954%20264226
tel:07871182394
mailto:revdsmday@cantab.net
tel:07713639928
mailto:njfarm@gmail.com
tel:01954%20231662 07710
mailto:geoff@dodgson.info
tel:07532226443
tel:01480%20831077
mailto:david.potter2012@btinternet.com
tel:07717%20202001
tel:07717%20202001
mailto:sarahburles@gmail.com
tel:07974082604
mailto:anniepettifor@hotmail.com
mailto:papworthteamministryoffice@gmail.com
tel:01480%20839933
tel:01480%20839933
tel:07710661003
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Nothing Gold Can Stay  
A Poem by ROBERT FROST  
 
Nature’s first green is gold,  
Her hardest hue to hold.  
Her early leaf’s a flower;  
But only so an hour.  
Then leaf subsides to leaf.  
So Eden sank to grief,  
So dawn goes down to day.  
Nothing gold can stay 
 

VIP Companionship for Older People  

(Registered charity 1140646 
www.vipcompanionship.org.uk)  

We arrange for older people who feel lonely or 
isolated to be taken out occasionally by one of our 
enthusiastic and friendly Volunteers. The outings vary 
enormously from a trip to the Cinema or a sports 
fixture, a shopping trip or a tea in a lovely garden. 
They let us know what they enjoy and we do our best 
to arrange it.  

VIP Dog Day 

 
Like our “Days Out” we want our fundraising activities 
first and foremost to be fun, so the VIP Dog Day with 
Racing is making a return to Longstowe after several 
years absence. The Day promises to be fun and 
possibly with a little chaos thrown in for good 
measure! In addition to the show ring classes there 
will be teas, stalls and we are expecting to be joined 
by a volunteer from the Medical Detection Dogs 
charity, and Countryside Watch.  
 
Longstowe Sports Ground and Pavilion, CB23 2UJ  
For details call 01954 719555.  
Gates open 12.30pm, Judging starts at 1.30pm  
Tea Tent: Tea/Coffee and Cake  
Entry £10 per dog  
All Classes and Competitions Free!  
Adults & Children Free  
Dogs may enter as many classes as appropriate.  
1.Best Condition Dog or Bitch*  
2.Best Country Sporting Dog or Bitch  
3.Best Puppy (under 1 year)*  

5.Dog most like Owner!  
6.Best 6 legs!  
4.Golden Oldies ( 9 years plus)  
7.Dog with the waggiest tail  
Championship (winners classes:1,2,3,4 to compete)  
*Classes may be split depending on numbers  
Have - A - Go Competitions:  
Sit & Stay Knockout, Racing,  
Bale jumping, 
Training Academy – hints & tips  
Stalls & other attractions plus tombola  
All welcome.....  

If you would like to know more about either the Dog 
Show or support or volunteering with VIP 
Companionship for Older People, you can contact us 
on 01954 719555 or email 
info@vipcompanionship.org.uk 

Longstowe Parish Council report 
In 1997 the Parish was successful in reducing the 
speed limit on both the Old North Road and along the 
High Street. Since that time however the traffic 
volume and speed has significantly increased through 
the village. The Parish Council plans to carry out a 
residents’ survey on speed reduction options. We will 
update you all with the results of the survey once it 
has been completed. No personal data will be 
published & any data collected will be destroyed once 
it has been used to collate the analysis. 
In the meantime, here are some FAQ’s you may find 
helpful: 
 
What speed reduction strategies are there ?  
 
1. Gateways. These gateways only have signs and 
lines, and always display the village name to introduce 
drivers to the village. In addition, road markings are 
used to create a visual impact when drivers enter the 
village. These markings could be: 

• Yellow bars 
• Coloured road surface 
• Dragon's teeth 

It is worth noting that Visual Narrowing must be 
installed just outside the boundary of a village. It 
requires space at the side of the road for the gateway 
sign and additional maintenance for Dragon's teeth as 
they wear away very quickly. Whilst they are relatively 
low cost and help to create a 'sense of place' when 
drivers enter the village, it is very easy for drivers to 
ignore signs and lines. 
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2. Speed tables are a raised section of road over a 
junction, with a ramp on each arm of the junction. 
The ramps are painted with white arrows to make 
them more obvious to motor vehicle drivers. The aim 
of the speed table is to slow motor vehicle traffic to a 
safe speed, as the ramps become uncomfortable for 
vehicle drivers if they are driven over too fast. A 
speed table is normally around 75mm high across the 
whole junction and can vary in length. They can be 
very expensive and result in additional water drainage 
maintenance. They are frequently unacceptable 
where there are bus routes. 

 
 
3. Speed Indicator device (SID) 
There are a variety of different SIDs on the market 
and they can be frequently seen on the highways 
across the UK. In essence they all do 2 basic things: 

Data Capture – Capture data about vehicles passing 
them (usually in both directions). This includes 
numbers, times, speeds etc. They do not capture 
number plate details. This data can then be used to 
analyze speeding hot spots and provide evidence to 
Highways/Police for speed reduction measures. 

Education – A message and/or image can be displayed 
to the oncoming driver, such as the speed they are 
travelling, smiley face/sad face etc. 

They can be solar powered, hard wired or battery 
operated. They can be fixed or moveable. They can 
also be used on a portable tripod, but must be 
manned in such circumstances. 

4. How much does a SID cost? 
This can vary depending on the type, but roughly 
between £3k – £4k.  

We may be permitted to install SIDs on South 
Cambridgeshire Council Highway, subject to agreeing 
suitable locations. The Parish Council has some funds 
that could potentially be used towards purchasing a 
SID however, if the Council cannot fund the speed 
reduction strategy, we will be required to make a 
contribution from our budgets. We will be required to 
demonstrate there is community support to have any 
speed reduction scheme installed.  

If you are interested please contact Barbara Cooper  
bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk  The Dene, Old North Road, 
Bourn.  07803 903047 for further details . By working 
together, we may be able to reduce the speed further 
in  Longstowe.  

Community Chest grant  
The latest tranche of funding for the Community 
Chest grant scheme run by South Cambridgeshire is 
now open. The funding is available to voluntary and 
community groups, charities and parish councils 
wishing to improve the quality of life for residents in 
South Cambridgeshire. Applicants can apply for up to 
£1,500 for improvements to community facilities, 
equipment and materials and project start-up costs. 
For full details about the fund and guidance on 
eligibility, visit www.scambs.gov.uk/communitychest.  
 
Longstowe Parish Council would love to hear from 
residents who are willing to support the purchase of a 
defibrillator. The installation of a community 
defibrillator in the village would be for use by the 
public on victims of sudden cardiac arrest (heart 
attacks). The device would be accessible 24 hours a 
day. A defibrillator is a portable machine that 
automatically sends an electric shock to the heart 
muscle to return it to its normal rhythm. The 
defibrillator is a potentially life-saving device following 
a sudden cardiac arrest. It is safe and easy to use. The 
units cost up to £2,000 each and are wall-mounted in 
a bright yellow metal box. YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE 
TRAINED TO USE THIS EQUIPMENT - THE DEVICE 
WILL TALK YOU THROUGH WHAT YOU NEED TO DO. 
The use of a defibrillator does not replace calling  
999 FIRST. This would need to be located centrally 
with easy access. Please do communicate your views . 
It might save a life .  

The Council however continues to welcome donations 
from residents and local businesses to help fund 
initiatives such as this. If you would like to make a 
contribution please contact the Parish Clerk or any of 
your local Parish Councillors.    

You can contact the council by emailing the Clerk on 
longstowepc.clerk@hotmail.com or contacting the 
Chairperson at bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk or by phone 
on 07803 903047 or by post at The Dene, Old North 
Road, Bourn, Cambridge CB23 2TZ. 
 

Wildlife Trust BCN  
 
West Cambridgeshire Hundreds Update: Sept 2021  
Autumn is when our practical habitat management 
starts; this is often achieved through work parties. 
The Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs and Northants’ 
work parties are regular meetings of volunteers who 
carry out conservation tasks on our reserves. Many 
sites have dedicated volunteer wardens who lead the 
work parties under the guidance of our Reserves 
Team. In our West Cambs 100s larger woodlands, the 

mailto:bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/communitychest
mailto:longstowepc.clerk@hotmail.com
mailto:bcconfidential@caw.ac.uk
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main task is coppicing. This is where trees (often 
hazel) are cut down low to the ground using hand 
tools, either in patches to create glades, or along the 
wide paths (called rides). Areas are cut in rotation so 
there are always parts at different stages of regrowth 
to create a diverse structure in the wood. When 
coppiced trees grow back, they have multiple stems 
and create dense areas of habitat. It is recommended 
by Natural England that 20% of larger woodlands are 
open areas.  

Hayley Wood has a large area that is fenced. This is to 
reduce deer numbers which eat the new shoots of 
coppiced trees.  
The open areas are sheltered and sunny and work 
well for flowers like the rare oxlip, and also pollinators 
like butterflies. The dense regrowth areas are good 
for nesting sites for birds like willow warblers.  
These work parties happen over the winter so they 
don’t disturb breeding birds. Winter is also a time 
when the trees are dormant and there is less sap in 
the branches; if trees are cut at the wrong time, they 
can leak sap and lose their stored sugar. Although 
coppicing looks destructive, it actually prolongs the 
life of trees and creates great habitat.  
The product is sometimes sold. Long straight poles 
can be used for gardening supports, bigger pieces are 
chopped for firewood, and thinner branches can be 
bundled as “fascines” which are used by the trust for 
river restoration projects. You can arrange to buy 
these products by making contact with the volunteer 
warden.  
As a charity, we rely heavily on our supporters who 
help practically or financially, so we can look after 
special places like Hayley Wood. You can help by 
becoming a member, volunteering, or by supporting 
our events.  
If you are interested in joining a work party, sessions 
happen regularly throughout the autumn and winter 
in Gamlingay, Hardwick and Waresley and Gransden 
Woods. Please find the contact details of the 
volunteer wardens on our website. Older children are 
welcome when accompanied by a responsible adult. 
www.wildlifebcn.org/get-involved/volunteer. 

Currently, our own staff or contractors do the 
coppicing in Hayley Wood, but there are different 
volunteering opportunities on these and other nearby 
reserves and some that may be opening up soon, so 
please get in touch if you have some free time to help 
wildlife on your doorstep.  
If you are interested in learning more about wildlife in 
Hayley Wood and other reserves nearby, please join 
me on seasonal stroll. www.wildlifebcn.org/events 
(events are discounted for members)  
I'm Rebecca Neal and work with communities 
surrounding our West Cambs 100s reserves, delivering 
events and working with all ages.  
E-mail: rebecca.neal@wildlifebcn.org  
Facebook: @BeccaBadgerWTBCN  
BCN Facebook/Twitter: @wildlifebcn Visit: 
www.wildlifebcn.org  
The West Cambridgeshire Hundreds are a group of 
nature reserves owned and/or managed by the 
Wildlife Trust for Beds Cambs and Northants: 
Hardwick, Gamlingay, Hayley, and Waresley and 
Gransden Woods, plus Cambourne Nature Reserve. 

 

A Sudoku Puzzle for you 
(Solution on the back page) 

 
 

Local Bus on Demand Service 

(I thought it was worth repeating this information) 

If you need a bus... A reminder of the bus service for 
Longstowe (use it or lose it):  

Demand Responsive Transport (DRT), Service 28, run 
by Huntingdonshire Association for Community 
Transport (HACT). The service will be available to pick 
you up between 08:45 and 15:15 on Mondays to 
Saturdays except for a reduced service on Thursdays. 
Travel to local villages or to St Neots or Cambourne. 
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Or you could go even further afield by catching a 
connecting service.  

Booking is on a first come first served basis. 
Telephone HACT on 01480 411114 between 8am and 
4pm, Monday to Friday but book before 1pm the day 
before you want to travel. You can make multiple 
bookings when you ring but usually these are limited 
to up to a month in advance. 

Journeys will be charged like a bus fare. You will be 
advised of the fare when you book your journey and a 
ticket will be issued when you board. If you wish to 
use the service to connect onto a Stagecoach service 
for onward journeys please make sure you ask for a 
Dayrider Plus ticket so that you do not need to pay 
twice. Concessionary bus passes will be valid on all 
journeys in accordance with the standard terms of 
validity.  

 

First Thoughts 
In each case, find the word that goes before the given 
word to form a well-known phrase. 

Answers on back page 
 
Across 
1   _____ examine (5) 
4   _____ air (5) 
7   _____ flat (11) 
8   _____ apple (6) 
10 _____ enough (4) 
12 _____ Minster (4) 
13 _____ Women (6) 
16 _____ ear (11) 
18 _____ park (5) 
19 _____ dog (5) 
 
 

Down 
1   _____ Dracula (5) 
2   _____ licence (3) 
3   _____ cred (6) 
4   _____ haired (4) 
5   _____ pipe (7) 
6   _____ fund (5) 
9    _____teller (7) 
11 _____ fight (6) 
12 _____ club (5) 
14 _____ worm (5) 
15 _____ purchase (4) 
17 _____ blanket (3) 
 
 
Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him 
how to fish and he will sit in a boat and drink beer all 
day. 

                
 

Revised bin collection date for the August  
Bank Holiday: 

Usual day Revised day 
Bin 

Black Blue Green 

Wed 1 Sept Thus 2 Sept    

All other dates remain the same as usual. 

 

Greening your Heating 

The UK has a legally binding target of reaching net 
zero emissions by 2050. As an area of Cambridge that 
is lacking in mains gas, we are already partly "off 
grid". That means we're paying a premium for our 
non-electricity energy. We have LPG currently, it 
works out around twice the price of having a mains 
gas connection. It is also possible (and will get easier) 
to be off grid when electricity is its most expensive, 
assuming you have a smart meter and energy storage 
to enable this. As a village we can be managing our 
energy smarter. Energy prices across the board are 
rising and will continue to do so. (See table of 
comparative prices at the end of this article.) 

Of the 27.6 million homes in the UK, 89% have a D 
energy rating or lower1, meaning we are using 
unnecessary energy and contributing to the country’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. On average, we are paying 
around £530 a year on energy bills. Areas not on 
mains supply will be higher than that average. As 
mentioned in the previous edition, there are some 
simple ways to reduce your energy usage, whether by 
switching to LED lighting or ensuring you have 

1   2   3   4   5   6 
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sufficient loft insulation (which can save up to £315 a 
year2 and many energy suppliers will give it you for 
free).  

For the energy we are using, there are ways that we 
can be more environmentally conscious and save 
money at the same time. Renewable energy, also 
known as green energy, comes from renewable 
sources like the wind, sun and sea. The best thing 
about taking energy from these natural resources is 
that we’ll never run out of them and they’re cleaner 
and healthier. Plus, they’ll be here for us for 
generations to come. Here are some of the options 
you have around renewable energy.  

1. To enable renewable technologies, you'll probably 
need a smart meter. Research has shown3 that having 
a smart meter alone reduces household electricity 
and gas consumption by 3% and 2.2% respectively. 
This gives you access to Time of Use (ToU) tariffs 
which your renewable sources will be able to take 
advantage of.  

2. Choose an energy supplier which only uses 100% 
renewable energy. Many comparison websites will 
allow you to choose green energy tariffs, and these 
are available from big suppliers as well as small.  

3. Solar Panels. Either Photovoltaic (PV) or water can 
reduce energy costs. With increases in electricity 
usage due to electric vehicles and heat pumps etc, 
Solar PV can be the most effective renewable option. 
With solar panels, you can save £400 a year on 
average on your electricity bills4. Solar panels for the 
average household in the UK cost £5,940, according to 
the latest government data5. A family of three 
typically needs a 3.6kW to 4kW solar PV system, 
which usually consists of 12 or 13 panels, and requires 
around 20m² of roof space.  

4. Battery storage. These reduce your reliance on the 
grid by storing your solar energy for use when the sun 
isn’t shining, and when the grid electricity is most 
expensive. Combined with Solar PV and smart meters 
you can effectively live substantially "off grid" for 
electricity, reduce your carbon footprint and prepare 
your home for power outages. Examples include a 
Tesla Powerwall, Powervault and Moixa and then a 
fully installed system will be between £8,600 and 
£10,500 including VAT depending on the complexity 
of the installation.  

5. Heat Pumps. This clean and environmentally 
friendly source of heating is virtually silent when 
operating and can save you up to £360 a year on your 
heating bill compared to an oil-fired system6. Air 

source heat pumps (ASHPs) absorb heat from the 
outside air to heat your home and hot water. Ground 
source heat pumps (GSHPs) use pipes that are buried 
in the garden to extract heat from the ground. You 
might see these heat pumps on the sides of modern 
homes particularly and look a little like air 
conditioning units. If you live in an older house (like 
ours) then you'll need either to look at properly 
insulating your home or getting a high temperature 
heat pump. As with any renewable the cost is higher 
upfront for longer term savings. The Energy Saving 
Trust estimates that a typical air source heat pump 
installation will cost you around £6000 – £8000, and a 
ground source heat pump installation can cost 
£10,000 – £18,000 depending on the amount of heat 
required.  

If you Google for renewable housing in Orkney, you'll 
see some fascinating videos of the truly modern 
housing being built, setting the standard for future 
property development. In general, you'll find that 
investing in renewable energy for the home does 
necessitate larger up-front expenditure to get the 
benefits over the longer term. There are ways to 
mitigate this cost and those include  

1. Building work planned. If you've already got 
scaffolding in place then the cost of Solar PV comes 
down dramatically: this is perfect time to do it. At the 
same time, Battery storage installed as part of this 
work doesn't incur a VAT charge, saving 20% further.  

2. Boiler in need of a replacement. If your boiler is 
more than 10 years old you're going to need one soon 
enough, which will cost £3000-£4000 installed. This is 
the perfect time to switch to a heat pump.  

3. Air-source heat pumps, ground-source heat pumps, 
biomass boilers and solar water heating are all eligible 
to receive Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) payments.  

Read more about RHI online: 
https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/renewable-heat-
incentive/article/renewable-heat-incentive-rhi/what-
is-the-renewable-heat-incentive-aEufB9R4mQfe  

All in all, there are reasons to move to renewable 
energy, whether it's to save money in the long term or 
to support efforts to make positive impacts on our 
climate for future generations.  

Electric Vehicles (EV) 

Electrical vehicles (EV). Switching from a petrol or 
diesel (ICE) car to an electric one will push your 



September 2021  The Skylark 8 

electricity costs up. However, the bigger your car, the 
more savings you will make. By replacing a BMW X5 
with a similar electric car, you would save ~£1000 per 
year7. In terms of cost, an EV will probably cost about 
£10k more to buy new. However, with government 
incentives giving 0% BIK on EVs, this can nearly half 
the cost of an EV lease. We have a Kia e-Niro, which 
does nearly 300 miles on a full charge, and I can't wait 
to get another one, so I never have to go to a petrol 
station again! 

Cei Sanderson  

1
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/reports/

PoweringthenationreportCO332.pdf 
2
 https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/insulation/article/how-to-

buy-loft-insulation/loft-insulation-costs-and-savings-abthT7S8rcJT 
3
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/smart-meter-roll-

out-cost-benefit-analysis-2019 
4
 Savings are based on a south-facing property in central England 

with a 40-degree roof tilt and no shading, with electricity 
consumption of 4,900 kWh. Saving assumes fitting 14 x 305W 
panels and a 9.0 kWh battery and an electricity cost of 15p/kWh. 
5 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/solar-pv-cost-data 
6
 Based on a four-bedroom detached house which uses an 

estimated 20,000 kWh per year. 
7
 https://electriccar.guide/ev-comparison 

 

 
Table of comparative prices 

 Date From Price Date To Price Reference 

Oil (pence per litre)  August 

2020 

28 August 

2021 
 

43.68 Boilerjuice.com 

LPG Gas (pence per 
litre) 

January 
2016 

45 January 
2020  

 

47 https://www.switch-
plan.co.uk/compare-

energy-prices/gas/lpg/  

Electricity (pence per 

KwH) 

January 

2010 

11 January 

2020  
 

17 Statista.com 
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Please send items, Christmas / New Year events and messages for the December 2021 Skylark by 
no later than Saturday 12th November to LongstoweSkylark@hotmail.com 

 
 Longstowe Parish Council: webpage address: 

http://www.longstoweparishcouncil.co.uk 

4 5 1 7 9 3 6 8 2 

7 8 2 1 4 6 3 9 5 

6 3 9 8 2 5 1 7 4 

1 9 4 5 3 7 8 2 6 

3 7 8 9 6 2 5 4 1 

5 2 6 4 8 1 9 3 7 

8 6 3 2 5 4 7 1 9 

2 1 5 3 7 9 4 6 8 

9 4 7 6 1 8 2 5 3 

 

Across: 1 cross 4 fresh 7 unfurnished 8 toffee 10 sure 12 
York 13 little 16 cauliflower 18 theme 19 watch 

Down: 1 Count 2 off 3 street 4 fair 5 exhaust 6 hedge 9 

fortune 11 pillow 12 yacht 14 earth 15 hire 17 wet 
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